IT Essentials: PC Hardware and Software v4.0

Chapter 12 – Lab/Student 

12.2.4 Lab: Customize Virtual Memory Settings
Introduction

Print and complete this lab.

In this lab, you will customize Virtual Memory settings. You will customize the Startup Folder and RunOnce Key in the Registry. You will change the default Windows Update option.

Recommended Equipment

· A computer running Windows XP Professional
· Internet access

Step 1

Log on to Windows as an administrator.
Choose Start. Double-click My Computer. 

The “My Computer” window appears.
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Step 2
Click the D: drive.

The “Disk is not formatted” window appears. 

Click Yes.
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Picture window showing Disk is not formatted
Step 3
The “Format Local Disk (D:)” window appears.
Choose NTFS in the “File system” drop-down menu, and then click Start.
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Picture Drop down memory
A warning window appears.

Click OK.
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Picture warning window
The warning window closes.

Windows formats the drive.

When the “Format Complete” message appears, Click OK.
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Picture Format Complete
The “Format Local Disk (D:)” window re-appears.  

Click Close.
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Picture Format Local Disk (D:)
Step 4
Choose Start. 
Right-click My Computer, and then click Properties.
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Picture drop down Properties
The “System Properties” window appears.

Click the Advanced tab.
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Picture System Properties window appears
Click Settings in the “Performance” area.
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Picture Performance Option appears
Step 5
The “Performance Options” window appears.
Click the Advanced tab.
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Picture Performance Options window appearsc
What is the current size of the Virtual Memory (paging file)?
Click Change in the Virtual Memory area.
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Picture change Virtual Memory

The “Virtual Memory” window appears.
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Picture Total paging file size appears
What “Drive [Volume Label]” contains the paging file?

Choose the D: drive.

Click the Custom size radio button.

picture Radio Button appears

Look at the recommended size in the “Total paging file size for all drives” section of the “Virtual Memory” window.
Type the recommended file size in the “Initial size (MB):” field.
Type the recommended file size again in the “Maximum size (MB):” field.

Click Set.
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Picture Total page filing
Choose the C: drive.

Click the No paging file radio button, and then click Set.

The “System Control Panel Applet” message window appears. 

Click OK.
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Picture Systems control panel applet appears
The “System Settings Change” window appears.

Click Yes to restart your computer now.
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picture systems settings change
Step 6
Log on to Windows as an administrator.

Open the “Virtual Memory” window.

What “Drive [Volume Label]” contains the paging file?

Click Cancel.
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Virtual Memory window pictured
The “Virtual Memory” window closes.

Click Cancel.
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picture Performance Options

The “Performance Options” window closes.
Click Cancel.
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Picture The Performance Option window closes
Step 7
Choose Start > All Programs > Games.

Right-click FreeCell. 
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Picture All programs Games

Choose Send To.

Choose Desktop (create shortcut). 
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Picture Desktop create  Shortcut
Step 8
Click and drag the Freecell to the start button. 
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Picture drag Freecell to start button

The “start menu” appears.

Do not release the shortcut icon.

Drag the icon to All Programs.

The “All Programs” menu appears.
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Picture Start menu appears
Drag the icon to Startup.

The “Startup” menu appears.

Drag the icon to the startup menu.

Release the icon.
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Picture Startup menu Drag icon to startup menu
Picture
Log off Windows.
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Log on to Windows as an administrator.

What happens when you log in?

Close the Freecell application.

Step 10
Choose Start > Run.
Type regedit In the Open: field.
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picture regedit in the Open: field
CAUTION:
Incorrect changes to the registry can cause system errors and/or system instability.
The “Registry Editor” window appears.
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Picture registry Editor window
Expand the HKEY_CURRENT_USER Key.
Expand the Software Key

Expand the Microsoft Key.
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Picture HKEY_CURRENT_USeR Key listPicture Expand window
Expand the Windows Key.
Expand the CurrentVersion Key.
Expand the RunOnce Key.
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Picture Expand key
Right-click anywhere in the white space of the window.

Hover over New, and then select String Value.
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Picture select String Value
ad then choose Rename.
Type Solitaire, and then press Enter.
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Picture IT Essentials: PC hardware and Software v4.0
Right-click Solitaire, and then choose Modify. 
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Picture showing Right click Solitaire then modify

Type C:\Windows\system32\sol.exe in the Value data field.

Click OK.
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Picture C:/Windows\system 32\sol.exe in the Value data field
Close the “Registry Editor” window.
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Picture Close Registry window

Step 11
Log off the computer.

[image: image34.png]TR oA





Log on to Windows as an administrator.
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Picture asks you to Turn off COmputer

The FreeCell and Solitaire windows appear.
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Close the Solitaire and Freecell Windows.
Step 12
Choose start > All Programs. 
Right-click My Computer, and then choose Properties.
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Picture right click My Computer and then choose Properties

Click the Automatic Updates tab. 

Click the Download updates for me, but let me choose when to install them radio button.
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Picture Download updates, let me choose when to install them
Click Apply, and then click OK.
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Step 13
Windows checks for updates.

The “Updates are ready for your computer” balloon appears.

Double-click the shield icon in the system tray.
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Picture Windows checks for update
Click Custom Install (Advanced), and then click Next.
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Picture Custom Install (Advanced)
 change updates to install” window appears.

Click Install. 
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Picture IT Essentials: PC Hardware and Software v40
The “Installing updates…” balloon appears.
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Picture Installing updates balloon appears.
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